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the affection and attachment of the lower. The whole united
strength of the higher may be necessary to control and keep the
lower in order. . . . We must unite the higher orders in our
common cause. The time I believe propitious to the purpose;
not a single petition against it to the House of Commons from
any Protestant body, though the subject has already been six
weeks in agitation. Individuals who dislike it, and who perhaps,
from a desire of maintaining a line of consistency, may say a
feeble word against it, I believe have no intention to defeat it,
and this opinion they decidedly entertain, that if anything is to
be done, the business should be completed, and the question
closed for ever. . . . The Catholics having put the business into
the hands of Grattan, I have desired him not to proceed in it
before his plan has been first laid before the Cabinet in London,
and his Majesty's pleasure taken on it. His plan is a short andi
simple one: a general repeal of all restrictive and disqualifying
laws; and that done, a complete change in the oath of disqualifi-
cation. . . . The great reason is, that the people may be made
one people, one Christian people, binding themselves in one
common cause by one civil oath. ... It is upon the large
principle of leaving not a point of distinction in rights and
capacities between Protestants and Catholics, that I propose, as
I do, that no reserve should be made, not even of the highest
offices of the State, not even the seals nor the bench. To make
the reserve, would be to leave a bone of contention. It would
be leaving a splinter in the wound that would, ... to a
certainty, sooner or later, break out again. It would mar the
great object of laying the question to rest for ever. It would
frustrate that great desideratum at this critical juncture, unani-
mity and harmony among all the higher orders of the kingdom.
Should any melancholy event happen, should we see an enemy
landed upon our shore, the safety of the kingdom depends
upon that, and upon that only; such is the insubordination
of the lower orders, such their disaffection, that nothing will
control them, nothing retain them, in their duty and allegiance,
but the unanimity, harmony, and joint efforts of the better
orders. ... I trust you will endeavour to impress his Majesty
with the extent of the mischief that may arise, that probably
will, by any attempt on my part, as acting in his Government,
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